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A snack called Kuai Kuai has become very popular in Taiwan. Workers
place green bags of the coconut-flavored puff corn next to or on top of
computers, ATMs, and even satellites in the hope that the snack will ensure
that the machines run smoothly. They believe that the protective power of
Kuai Kuai comes from the snack’s name, which means “obedient” or
“well-behaved” in Mandarin. Even people who are not superstitious follow

the custom because they see no harm in doing it.

The practice of using Kuai Kuai as a good luck charm apparently started
with a graduate student whose computer kept crashing. After he put a bag of Kuai Kuai on his computer,
the machine began working normally. A set of best practices has arisen surrounding the proper use of
Kuai Kuai. For example, although the product comes in green, yellow, and red bags, only green bags can

be used on machines, because green means “go,” while yellow and red are colors that signal alarm.

© Glossary: superstitious K15

EFqE F R
ensure make certain
1 | appropriate
2.| | indicate
3| | as far as one knows
4. | willing to follow orders
5.| | well

B R HE: https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20210414-the-good-luck-snack-that-makes-taiwans-technology-behave
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5l : Missing a meal once in a while
never did anyone any harm.

Efcs : do harm (to A/%7)

£50 ¢ harm (v.) 8= - 8=

harmful (adj.) BEEH
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well- 1]

vitamins

i

minerals a balanced diet
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[ main course ]

dessert/
snack

PR
procedure

consume

for here
bitter
nourished

restaurant home-cooked meal

r —

Y — recipe

— — ingredient
make a today's fl
reservation special avor
sweet sour [ 5. ] hot/spicy
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1. Reduce the amount of chili pepper if you are not fond of food.
O spicy O bitter Osour O bitter

5 The price of watermelon fell sharply, due to over-production.
; O normally O apparently O extremely O gradually
o Losing the court case has done serious to my reputation.
i O charm Ohorror Oharm O guilt
4 This powerful medicine will that you get a good night's sleep.
i O ensure O forecast O reward O convey
. John did not get the visa because he did not follow the correctly.
’ O mixture O nutrient O ingredient O procedure
-~ ‘e
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