Establish EMI (English-Medium Instruction) Ability Indicators for the
Mechanical Engineering and Environmental Engineering Disciplines

Abstract

Globalization of higher education has led to increasing demand for English-Medium
Instruction (EMI) courses in many non-native English speaking countries of the
world. In Taiwan, universities that aim to attain competitive advantages and to attract
international enrollments have also followed suit and taken action to promote EMI.
Despite the increasing importance of EMI in university curriculum, systematic
studies of academic English skills required in an EMI classroom are lacking. Without
such skill ability indicators, it is difficult to assess student skill profile, determine
desired levels of academic English proficiency, or create training programs for
students of EMI. This study investigates EMI courses of mechanical engineering and
environmental engineering in order to understand classroom tasks and identify
academic English skill requirements from both teachers’ and students’ perspectives.
Using data from classroom observation, student surveys, and teacher interviews, the
researchers hope to gain a better understanding on information such as student
perceptions on and students’ needs of the EMI courses. The information will help
identify training needs and develop ability indicators.
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