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An exploratory study on the relationships among student
attitudes towards the English graduation benchmark policy,
learning motivation, test anxiety, and test performance

Abstract

Encouraged by the Ministry of Education, most universities in Taiwan
have implemented an English graduation benchmark policy. However,
the policy has been increasingly criticized for wasting resources and
supporting a biased attitude known as English worship. As an attempt
to critically examine the policy, this study investigated the attitudes
towards the policy of a total of 1,620 students from two universities in
northern Taiwan. Furthermore, structural equation modeling (SEM)
was employed to explore the complex relationships among the attitudes
towards the policy, learning motivation, test anxiety, test value, and test
performance. Results show that, firstly, in general students have
positive attitudes towards the policy; secondly, student attitudes
towards the policy have a positive impact on learning motivation and
test value, yet a negative impact on test anxiety. The findings
contribute to our understanding of university students as the major
stakeholder group of the English graduation benchmark policy.
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