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Abstract

General English Proficiency Test (GEPT) has become a household name in
Taiwan in both educational and professional circles since the Intermediate Level of the
GEPT was launched in 2000. Scores from the GEPT are used by educational institutions
for matriculation or placement purposes and by companies and organizations for the
selection or promotion of employees.

Inasmuch as the prime concern of test development is to ensure that the test
is useful, it is essential that the quality of the test is properly supported in its various
facets; not only should credible evidence be provided to demonstrate the reliability of
the test scores and to support valid interpretations of the test scores, the impacts of the
test, whether intended or unintended, also need to be identified.

The Intermediate Level GEPT was developed in response to the growing
need for four-skill (listening, speaking, reading, writing) assessment of English
proficiency at the senior high school level. The test was expected to bring about a shift
of high school English teaching and learning to a more communicative orientation with
a more balanced emphasis on the four skills. Results from a 2005 survey of 129 high
school teachers who assisted in GEPT rating showed that since the introduction of the
GEPT, high school teachers have spent more time teaching listening in the classroom.

This research expands the scope of the 2005 survey and mainly focuses on
the impact of the GEPT on the teaching and learning of English in Taiwan's senior high
schools. In consideration of the complexities involved in the phenomenon of test impact,
the present study employs a multi-method approach to research design. Research data
was collected through questionnaires and interviews of senior high school students and
teachers, and has been triangulated with information obtained from classroom
observations.



The preliminary findings suggest positive washback effects. Most of the
teachers participating in the research project reacted positively to the implementation of
the Intermediate Level GEPT. The test was perceived to enhance the importance of
listening and speaking in the senior high school English curriculum to some extent,
while students with higher English proficiency were perceived to aspire to meet the
challenges of the four-skill English test. Nevertheless, the washback effect of the
Intermediate Level GEPT seemed to be affected by constraints on instructional time and
the great impact of the two high-stake university entrance examinations, the Subject
Competence Test and the Assigned Subject Test; teachers allotted relatively little time to
direct preparation for the Intermediate Level GEPT during regular instructional hours.
The preliminary result of the research was presented at the Ninth Academic Forum on
English Language Testing in Asia (AFELTA).
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