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Abstract (with synopses of the four papers):

This panel discussion provides an in-depth exploration of the BEST Test of English
Proficiency (BESTEP), an English for Academic Purposes (EAP)-oriented assessment
tool recently developed in support of Taiwan's bilingual education policy. Supported by
the Ministry of Education and developed by the Language Training and Testing Center
(LTTC), BESTEP adeptly addresses the needs of an increasingly globalized educational
milieu in Taiwan's higher education, while maintaining alignment with the CEFR
framework. Furthermore, BESTEP recognizes its pivotal role in fostering the language
proficiency of EFL learners in Taiwan and employs innovative measures aimed at

facilitating the integrations of assessment, instruction, and learning.

The 1st paper presented by Jessica R. W. Wu will delve into the origins of BESTEP,
with a focus on the specific contextual requirements and policy influences that shaped
its development. The 2nd paper presented by Rachel Y. F. Wu will examine the
intricacies of the design and implementation of BESTEP, highlighting its alignment

with EAP skills crucial for university-level education and its integration with principles



of learning-oriented assessment. The 3rd paper presented by Joyce S. Chin will explore
the BESTEP’s potential impact on EAP instruction and learning at the tertiary level,
drawing the interactive connections to broader socio-cultural dynamics. The 4th paper
presented by Anita C. W. Lin will showcase the resources and support mechanisms
designed for different BESTEP’s stakeholders and investigate their implications for
fostering a positive feedback loop among learning, teaching, and assessment. The panel
will conclude with a discussion on potential avenues for advancing BESTEP within a

bilingual educational environment.

Individual paper titles:

1. The BESTEP: Analysis of contextual necessities and policy drivers

2. Enhancing university-level EAP skills through BESTEP: Impact by design
and learning-oriented implementation

3. Investigating the interactive connections of BESTEP with university-level EAP
courses

4. Engaging BESTEP’s stakeholders: Resources and support
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