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Under the vision of the 2030 bilingual policy, bilingual education has been a
significant part of public concern. The professional identity of bilingual teachers
constitutes the core of their roles, as it influences how they perceive themselves,
conduct teaching, understand the essence of their work, and navigate their roles in
society. Teachers can shape their professional identity through the exploration of self-
images. Once bilingual teachers recognize their professional identity, they evolve over
time into the educators they aspire to become. This two-year and three-month
longitudinal research project focuses on an in-service bilingual junior high school
teacher teaching performing arts. Data were collected from document analysis, semi-
structured interviews, classroom observations, and the researcher’s reflective journals.
Through narrative inquiry, the study explored the professional image of a bilingual
performing arts teacher, aiming to understand how she constructed her professional
identity through the practice and reflection on her bilingual lessons. The research
findings revealed that the professional image of the participant bilingual teacher
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encompassed proficient English skills, professional competence, bilingual teaching
knowledge and abilities, and possessing open and accepting qualities. The participant
bilingual teacher shaped, deconstructed, and reconstructed her professional identity
through communication, negotiation, and integration with her surroundings (including
students, peers, administration, and external communities). By engaging in various
empowering professional development activities, the participant bilingual teacher
enhanced her English skills, professional competence, and bilingual teaching
knowledge and abilities, thereby elevating her professional image and identity.
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