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Abstract

This study applies the highly discussed translanguaging pedagogy in the field of English
language teaching, utilizing students’ most frequently used online translation tool, Google Translate
(GT), and the currently popular Generative Artificial Intelligence (Gen Al) application, ChatGPT,
to help lower-level non-English major students write clear and grammatically correct short essays.
The participants were sixteen first-year students in a pre-EMI (English as a Medium of Instruction)
writing course, who were given two writing tasks. Before the teaching experiment, the two tasks
were used as a pre-test. During the experiment, students used GT to assist them in revising the first
writing task and ChatGPT to assist them in revising the second writing task. During the revision
process, students engaged in self-reflection, peer feedback, and teacher feedback to modify their
essays. Later, the same writing task as the pre-test was given as a midterm exam, and the second
writing task was given as a final exam as a post-test. In both the pre-and post-tests, students were
not allowed to refer to any dictionaries or use any online resources. The results showed that both
GT and ChatGPT effectively improved the quality of students' essays, helped them learn English
vocabulary and phrases, and increased their motivation to write. However, in terms of reducing
grammatical errors, ChatGPT assistance did not significantly help in the post-test. Additionally,
students preferred feedback from a real teacher over that from GT and ChatGPT, as they believed
that teachers could better understand their problems and provide more helpful suggestions.



