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How is the weather today? Is it sunny or cloudy? Have you ever wondered how
meteorologists decide on what words to use to tell us about the weather? Well, they
count the clouds in the sky using the okta scale. You can even make one by yourself. All
that you need is a square mirror and a marker. First, use the marker to draw a grid
with 8 equal squares on the mirror. Each square is called an okta. Next, put the mirror
on the ground where you can see the whole sky, and count the number of the squares
in the reflections that are full of clouds. Don’t count the clouds that are see-through
where you can see the sky behind them. Sunny weather happens when there are no
clouds in the sky. Meteorologists will say it’s mostly sunny when there are 1 or 2 okta’s
of clouds covering the sky. Partly cloudy and partly sunny mean exactly the same thing
when there are 3, 4 or 5 okta’s of clouds covering the sky. The term “mostly cloudy” is
used when the sky has 6 or 7 okta’s of cloud cover. Finally, it is cloudy or perhaps
overcast if all 8 okta’s, which means the entire sky, are covered with clouds.
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1. What is a cloud? Retrieved from https://bbc.in/3hrBNku

2. What Does an Okta Measure? Retrieved from https://bit.ly/359LGR;j
3. https://www.cwb.gov.tw/eng/

Q1 What do meteorologists do?

(A) They make mirrors and markers.
(B) They study the weather every day.
(C) They study how words are put together.

(D) They make money by selling okta scales.
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Q2 According to the reading, which of the following is true?

(A)

If a quarter of the sky is covered with clouds, meteorologists will say it is sunny.

(B) If clouds cover half of the sky, meteorologists will say it is mostly sunny.

(C) Meteorologists count all the clouds, even those that are see-through.

(D)
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Six okta’s means three fourths of the sky.
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Q3 Read the weather forecast below and choose the correct picture.
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elcome to the LTT weather forecast. Now, let’s see what the weather is like today.\
In the north of the country, the weather is overcast. Don’t leave home without your
umbrella because there is a chance of some rain. The east of the country will continue
to see rounds of rain, I’'m afraid. A storm is expected to come in the afternoon. In the

west of the country, the weather is mostly cloudy. No rain will be coming out of those

clouds, but it is quite windy. No weather worries for those of you in the south of the
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Q4

Directions: Follow the steps in the reading and make your own okta scale. Use the okta
scale you made to count the clouds in the sky and record the weather condition in the
chart below. Then, visit the website of the Central Weather Bureau to check whether

your record is correct or not.

My Weather Record

Central Weather Bureau
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Taoyuan City

Date:

today.
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Taoyuan City
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Date:

It's

today.
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Follow the steps in the reading and make your own okta scale. Use the okta scale you
made to count the clouds in the sky. Record the weather conditions for five days in the
chart below, and then present your weather report in class.
S-Day Weather Report
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Date: 4/1
It’s partly sunny.
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Directions: Your friend is going to pay you a visit in Taoyuan. Based on the information

Q5 below, tell your friend about the weather in Taoyuan. You should also give your friend

some advice, such as what to bring or wear.

/ Taoyuan City \ / Taoyuan City

Todav Tomorrow

19-23° C 28-31° C
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You’re planning a day trip in Taiwan. Visit the Central Weather Bureau to check the weather

condition. Complete the chart below, and then tell us about your trip preparation.

City/County:

Location: Taiwan / outlying island
(central/northern/southern/western/eastern)

Temperature:

Chance of rain:

Weather:

What to pack for your trip:
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It is mostly sunny in Taoyuan today. The highest temperature is 23 ° C. It’s quite comfortable.
However, you should take an umbrella or a raincoat with you because it is going to rain
tomorrow. Besides, it will be hot tomorrow, so there is no need for you to bring heavy clothes.
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City/County: _ Tainan
Location: Southern Taiwan / eutlyingistand

(central/northern/southern/western/eastern)

Temperatura: 23-28° C
10%

Chance of rain:

Weather:

It's mostly sunny.

What to pack for your trip: acap, a T-shirt, shorts,




