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Period Years Event & Circumstance Themes of Picasso’s
Works
Blue Period 1901-1904 iliness,
Rose Period 1904-1906 a love affair with a model | actors,
African Period | 1906-1909 female body,
EAs:

Welcome to our gallery, | am Matthew Morgan. Today we have for you a very special
exhibition of Picasso’s works from his Blue, Rose and African periods. Picasso’s Blue Period began
in 1901, when he started to paint in blue and dark colors after his close friend committed suicide.
lliness and death became the dominant theme of his works at this time. In 1904, Picasso moved
to Paris and fell in love with a model. The relationship helped Picasso overcome his depression
and enter his Rose Period, when he used cheerful red, orange and pink colors to depict actors or
circus performers. After the Rose Period was the African Period, which started in 1906 and lasted
until 1909. During this period, Picasso found inspiration in the African tribal sculptures and masks.
The subject of his paintings shifted to the female body and his own self-portrait. Now you are
looking at Picasso’s Old Guitarist from his Blue Period. It’s a painting of an old blind man who is
playing guitar in the street. With the worn clothing and skeleton-like body, the man looks
miserable and appears to be close to death. He weakly leans over his guitar, as if trying to find
comfort in his music. Such struggling is typical of Picasso’s Blue Period paintings. To our right,

we’ve got another famous painting...
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1. https://mymodernmet.com/pablo-picasso-periods/

2. https://www.pablo-ruiz-picasso.net/periods.php

3. https://publicdelivery.org/pablo-picasso-the-old-guitarist/

4. https://blog.singulart.com/en/2019/10/29/pablo-picassos-blue-period-and-the-old-guitarist/


https://blog.singulart.com/en/2019/10/29/pablo-picassos-blue-period-and-the-old-guitarist/

Q1 Who is probably the speaker?

(A) A museum guide.
(B) A musician.

(C) A salesman.

(D) A philosopher.

IE#% : A

()2 Which event led to Picasso’s Blue Period?

(A) An encounter with a young lady.
(B) The rise of primitive art.
(C) The death of a dear friend.

(D) The coming of economic depression.

IEf% : C

Q3 What are the themes of Picasso’s paintings in different periods?

1. Blue Period: illness,

2. Rose Period: actors,

3. African Period: female body,

IEf% : 1. death 2. circus performers 3. self portrait

Q4 Which of the following is the most likely painting described in the talk?

A. B. C. D.




Q5

Below is also a painting created by Pablo Picasso. Based on the talk, please tell us
which period this painting belongs to and explain your reasons for choosing this

period.

+ EZFR({ERFTHMRE !
(RFORLEZNSETR)

This painting belongs to the Period because | see

in the painting.

This painting belongs to the Rose Period because the fat man is dressed like a clown.
Besides, the man and the little girl also wear colorful costumes like actors or circus
performers. Based on the talk, actors and circus performers are the themes of
Picasso’s Rose Period, so this painting belongs to the Rose Period.

+ EFR(ERFTOMRE !

This painting belongs to the Rose Period because | see __some people wear

beautiful costumes like circus performers _in the painting.




